did the children go in that dead hour, I wanted to know, and how far did they travel? The answer to the first question?a supermar ket?struck me as somehow both humdrum and strange.
(There was no mention of the boys actually entering the store, if indeed it was open.) But the answer to the second?that they traveled "about a block"?was decidedly anti-climactic. In fact, it wasn't much of a story, and I wondered why it was published. Crucial details were missing: where the mother had gone and for how long, and whether a father also was responsible. I was puzzled by the emphasis on the pajamas (never mind that contradictory statement that "they weren't dressed at all"): would it have been better if no one had bothered to prepare the boys for bed? It wasn't a trifling matter, of course, had a nightmarish quality about it to be sure, but the children were found before they were lost, hadn't been abducted or abused (they proved to be healthy and well cared for, I would learn
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